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“Please Admit”: New
lawsuit filing alleges
Georgetown President
creates list of wealthy
applicants to receive
admission
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Plaintiffs in a class-action lawsuit
(https://www.scribd.com/document/552106540/Universities-Antitrust-
Lawsuit-1-9-22) against Georgetown and 16 other universities filed a new
motion in federal court on Dec. 16, alleging that former President John J.
DeGioia created a list of wealthy or legacy students to be admitted to

Georgetown.

The lawsuit, which has been in litigation
(https://georgetownvoice.com/2022/01/12/georgetown-part-of-price-fixing-
cartel-to-limit-financial-aid/) since January 2022, alleges that Georgetown
and the other defendants violated federal antitrust laws by colluding to raise
the price of attendance through an illegal consideration of a student’s
financial circumstances in admissions decisions. The universities named in
the suit are former members of the 568 Presidents Group
(https://www.bestcolleges.com/news/analysis/end-of-568-cartel-could-
mean-more-financial-aid-for-students/), a group of schools which came

together in the 1990s to create a standard formula for financial aid awards.

In a statement to the Voice, a university spokesperson denied any wrongdoing
and maintained that Georgetown does not consider applicant wealth or family

donations in the admissions process.

“Per university policy, Georgetown does not knowingly solicit or accept gifts
from individuals who have or may soon have a relative or person of close
personal interest applying for admission to the university,” the spokesperson

wrote.



In one section of the Dec. 16 filing, attorneys detail the ways in which
Georgetown has allegedly continually practiced preferences for children of

wealthy donors despite claiming to engage in “need-blind” admissions.

The filing states that in a speech at a September 2015 meeting at the
Economic Club of Washington, then-President DeGioia allegedly alluded to
the fact that he considered applicants whose parents are donors as superior
applicants, telling the audience that Georgetown has “never met a marginal
child of a big donor.”

If the plaintiffs’claim that Georgetown favors certain wealthy students in the
admissions process is found true, then Georgetown and other members of the

568 Presidents Group will have engaged in illegal price fixing.

“Georgetown’s participation in the 568 Presidents Group was consistent with
our ongoing work to ensure that a student’s economic background does not
limit their ability to attend Georgetown,” a university spokesperson wrote to
the Voice.

The suit, which is a class-action, claims damages of $685 million to over
170,000 current and former students who were harmed by the alleged price

fixing.

Ted Normand of Freedman Normand Friedland LLP, co-lead attorney for the
plaintiffs, wrote in a statement that the schools’ collusion allowed them to
grow their endowments by a combined $165 billion before the 568 Presidents
Group disbanded.

“The schools thereby saved themselves, and cost their students, hundreds of

millions of dollars in aid,” Normand wrote.

The new filing references a “Special Interest Policy” written by Dean of
Admissions Charles Deacon, which the filing claims codified the university’s
practice of giving preference to wealthy students. The policy allows the
university to “consider special circumstances in the admission of some
qualified candidates who might not be admitted competitively,” including
ways in which the university may benefit by developing an association with

the family.

The filing then claims that this policy was most clearly implemented by
DeGioia in a yearly “President’s List” of around 80 applicants per year, which
included applicants’ names and their parents’ donation history. DeGioia
allegedly often wrote “Please admit” at the top of this list. While DeGioia
reviewed the family’s financial contributions, the filing alleges “his review did
not even include the applicant’s transcript, or teacher recommendations, or

personal essays.”

Plaintiffs provided an example of one of the students on this “President’s List”
whose parents DeGioia supposedly met at the Allen & Co annual conference in
Sun Valley, Idaho, a gathering for some of the world’s wealthiest individuals
(https://www.mtexpress.com/news/sun_valley/business-titans-return-to-
sun-valley-for-allen-co-conference/article_35d3637a-3fbi-11ef-a56¢-



student, but after months of “communications” between DeGioia and the
applicant’s father, DeGioia placed the student on the President’s List, and they
were admitted.

“Asked why he put this applicant on the President’s List, President DeGioia
implausibly claimed he did so because the student had ‘overcome obstacles’—
namely, that the parents had been divorced,” the suit says.

This most recent filing comes as Georgetown grapples with calls to end legacy
and donor preferences in admissions, as well as implementing class-conscious
admissions. According to the Wall Street Journal
(https://www.wsj.com/articles/legacy-preferences-complicate-colleges-
diversity-push-1531128601), students with legacy status are two times more
likely to get into Georgetown than non-legacy applicants. Georgetown also has
one of the wealthiest student bodies

(https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/college-

mobility/georgetown-university) in the country.

Students at Georgetown have intensified the campaign against legacy

admissions over the past year.

A student group, Hoyas Against Legacy Admissions, has released a petition
(https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1pUigWtkQ75{NOHFOibA6JgpyHXxqt2fWUJI_mYJasFk/mobi
in 2023 calling on Georgetown to end legacy admissions that has garnered

over 1100 individual and 38 student group signatures. Since then, students

have continued to lobby the university, and some testified
(https://afro.com/district-colleges-cut-legacy-admissions/) in front of the

D.C. Board of Education to end legacy admissions at all private universities in

D.C.

“Admissions to our university should not be a pay-to-play scheme,” Darius
Wagner, organizer with Hoyas Against Legacy Admissions and incoming
student body Vice President, wrote in a statement to the Voice. “If the

university refuses to change, we must demand better.”

Correction: The article originally listed the Allen & Co conference as taking

place in Sun Valley, Ohio, instead of Idaho. The Voice regrets this error.

Sydney Carroll (https://georgetownvoice.com/author/sec175georgetown-edu/).

Sydney is a sophomore in the college and a news assistant editor. Likes sushi, Taylor Swift, her 3 dogs and

cat, public transportation, and Tennessee sunsets. Dislikes math, whichever team is playing the Buffalo
Bills this week, the patriarchy, and mustard.
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